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Pictured are applicants from past years.

students seeking
our scholarship
In its fourth year, the Zdeněk Bakala Foundation’s SCHOLARSHIP
program, which enables ambitious and talented students to attend
prestigious universities abroad, has attracted 215 applicants – and
the standard continues to be excellent. The Selection Committee
will spend the summer evaluating the applications and relevant
documents in order to choose the best candidates to invite for an
interview. At least five million crowns will be dispersed among the
students that the Committee selects to join the family of 61 Bakala
scholars. The Foundation supports students for four years of study,
on average, with the amount of financial aid that a student recieves
depending on his or her specific situation. On average, the award
per student amounts to roughly 400,000 Czech crowns annually.

Applicants from Across the Czech Republic

Pictured are Bakala scholars in Cambridge

What do we know about this year’s applicants? They are interested in
a wide variety of fields, including medicine, law, arts, and architecture. The Zdeněk Bakala Foundation considers all applicants equally,
regardless of their proposed field of study.
This year, young women predominate over young men, accounting
for 55% of the applicants. We have received applications from students in all regions of the Czech Republic (35% from Prague, 25%
from elsewhere in Bohemia, 20% from North Moravia, and 15%
from South Moravia), as well as from 12 students of Slovak origin,
who live or study in the Czech Republic. One applicant would like to
be a pastor; another hopes to study sign language; one plays in a girl’s basketball league; and another is a junior champion in ricochet.
This year’s applicants are seeking places at top universities all over
the world, especially the universities of Cambridge and Oxford in the
UK; Harvard, Yale, MIT, and Princeton in the US; Sorbonne in Paris;
and the University of Geneva.

Móda.cz in the Hands of a Bakala Scholar

One of our scholars, Klára Knotová, is interested in art as an alternative investment, and is very enthusiastic about the culture in Paris,
where she has lived for four years. A member of the Association of
Czech Students and Young Professionals in France, Klára organizes
and curates an exhibition entitled “Fashion.cz Czech Collections in
the Black Chamber,” which takes place in the bohemian district of
St-Germain-des-Prés. Among those presenting models are students
of the Academy of Arts, Architecture, and Design in Prague and
highly regarded artists, such as Jakub Polanka, Kateřina Geislerová,
and Pavel Brejcha. “We started off from the natural bond of two art
forms – fashion and photography – in order to enable young French
and Czech artists to share their creative skills in a joint project,” says
Klára (pictured in orange). The vernissage, which took place in the
presense of the artists on May 16, hosted some 350 visitors. “This
unprecedented response has enabled us to move the exhibition on,
so with a little bit of luck we’ll soon be able to see it in Prague and
maybe even on the other side of the Atlantic.”
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Education is the best investment

