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Our Foundation Brings a Scholar to the Czech
Embassy in the United States

Eva (second from the right) with ambassadors

The Zdeněk Bakala Foundation arranged an internship for Eva Michálková, who is studying at the University of Pennsylvania, at the Embassy
of the Czech Republic in Washington, DC. “My full-time position at the
embassy involved mainly out-of-office work, such as attending meetings
of think tanks like the American Security Project, the US Helsinki Commission, the Aspen Institute, and the Heritage Foundation. Moreover, I
participated in meetings of ambassadors on Capitol Hill and members
of the House of Representatives. I also translated official documents into
Czech and produced reports on the events I attended. My internship
enabled me to meet many new and interesting people, including ambassadors, political leaders, and representatives of organizations. I have
remained in contact with these people, who could enrich my future career prospects, potentially giving me access to a position at an embassy
or at the Aspen Institute’s Czech office.”

Our Scholar on the Berlin Blockade

Dagmar Zadražilová joined our SCHOLARSHIP program in its inaugural
year, 2010. A PhD student in the Department of Geography at Cambridge University, Dagmar specializes in problematic cultural heritage,
particularly Nazism. “Not long ago, I had the opportunity to interview
John Perkins and Geoff Smith, both of whom participated in the Allied rescue operations during the Berlin Blockade in 1948/49. Back then, they
worked at the RAF Gatow airport in the British sector of Berlin, and were
responsible for, among other things, protecting the base from sabotage
from the Soviets, whose zone bordered the airport. Today, the veterans
are members of the British Berlin Airlift Association in Peterborough,
actively promoting events, especially in the UK and Germany, commemorating important post-war occurrences. For example, they participate
in celebrations in Berlin on the anniversary of the end of the blockade.
I will include the interviews, which I initiated in Berlin last autumn, in my
work on the geographical and cultural aspects of the blockade and life
in divided Berlin.”

Dagmar Zadražilová

Interested in Doing Your PhD in the UK?

Petr Winkler

Petr Winkler, a Bakala Scholar, is a PhD student at the Centre for the Economics of Mental and Physical Health – part of the Health Services and
Population Research Department at King’s College in London – where
he is exploring psychiatric reform in the Czech Republic. Petr has offered
advice for all those interested in doing their PhD in the UK, available
at http://www.nadacezb.cz/studenti-pomahaji/. Here is a short extract.
“Any potential PhD student should, first and foremost, recognize in what
areas they are interested and have achieved remarkable results – that
is, knowledge, skills, and publications. Students can create and promote
their own PhD project, or become part of a larger project, with their
supervisor acting as a leader or a fellow participant. The advantage of
choosing the latter route is that your supervisor knows what to expect
from the student and what methodology to choose, and the success of
the student´s project is in his or her interest. Of course, designing your
own project gives you more freedom to promote your own ideas on a topic that is not tied to grant support. The challenge is to find a supervisor
who will become interested enough in both you and your topic that he or
she will be willing to share some of his or her precious time to supervise
you throughout your PhD program. PhD positions currently offered can
be found through portals like findaphd.com, academicpositions.eu, and
phdportal.eu.” petr.winkler@kcl.ac.uk
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Education is the best investment

