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Have No Fear – Apply!
The Zdeněk Bakala Foundation has announced the fourth year of its 
SCHOLARSHIP program, which offers support for study at presti-
gious universities and covers a substantial portion of the related 
costs. So far, the program has enabled 60 students, members of the 
Bakala Scholars family, to attend the university of their dreams. Our 
objective is to provide assistance to talented students, supporting 
their gift and hard work. Michaela Bakala, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees and Selection Committee of the Zdeněk Bakala Foundation, 
says: “Education is the best investment. If you are willing and able 
to reach the top of your field by studying at a top-tier university, we 
want to help you not only by giving you a lump sum of money, but 
also by supporting you throughout your studies. Have no fear; apply 
for our scholarship program.” The application deadline is May 15, 
2013.

Our Scholar on Mental Health
Petr Winkler (Bakala Scholar 2012), a sociologist at the Prague Psy-
chiatric Center, intends to earn a PhD degree at one of the UK’s 
top universities. On January 18, he participated in a meeting with 
representatives from the Ministry of Health’s Strategic Project Office, 
which is responsible for mental health-care reform in the Czech Re-
public. “The need for reform is necessitated by the dismal state of the 
psychiatric care system, which seemingly remains in the nineteenth 
century, when the mentally ill were locked away in huge institutions 
and marginalized by society. This, besides being expensive, does not 
match the standards in developed democratic countries. The Czech 
Republic has received calls for reform not only from internal sources, 
including enthusiastic professionals in the field, the mentally ill, and 
their families, but also from external institutions, such as the World 
Health Organization, which has urged a reduction in the number 
of beds in psychiatric institutions across Europe. The Czech Repub-
lic’s mental health-care reform efforts should aim to optimize the 
system’s efficiency in order to enable interventions, programs, and 
services to benefit patients and their families as much as possible, 
while imposing the lowest possible burden on taxpayers.”
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Bakala Scholars meet at Prague Castle
On January 3, Bakala Scholars (Zdeněk Bakala Foundation scho-
larship recipients) met for the first time. The venue of the meeting 
wasthe Lobkowicz Palace at the Prague Castle. They spent the entire 
afternoon telling us how to make their cooperation with the Foun-
dation more effective and suggesting ways in which useful informa-
tion about the SCHOLARSHIP program – an excellent opportunity 
for Czech students looking to study abroad – can be disseminated 
among students and teachers. They also shared with us their experi-
ences studying at various universities all over the world. The meeting 
was attended by 34 out of 60 scholars, and chaired by Pepper de 
Callier, a coach to top managers and a member of the Foundati-
on’s Board of Trustees and Selection Committee. Bakala Scholars will 
soon elect their president.
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